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Dear Sophie,
 
Re: Policing in Richmond
 
As the MP for Richmond Park, I wanted to raise my concerns about the current level of
policing in the constituency.
 
Last week, there were two appalling incidents of bike theft in Richmond Park itself.
 
On Wednesday (06.10) a cyclist was approached by two males on e-scooters before being
pushed off and having his bike stolen. On Thursday (07.10), a group of four males
approached a cyclist before knocking him over. In the ensuing struggle to take the bike, one
of the men produced a machete, at which point the cyclist let the bike go.
 
The Outer Parks Sergeant for Richmond Park has since explained that Officers are currently
investigating the robbery and are looking at CCTV. He has also explained that they will be
holding a cycle safety event on Saturday 23rd and that, in light in last week’s robberies, they
will be providing crime prevention advice as well. There have been extra patrols in the park to
offer reassurance to the public.
 
While these are welcome measures, I do not think they will be sufficient in satisfying the
widespread and deeply held concerns that a growing number of my constituents have. In
addition to the aforementioned incidents, I am hearing of regular bike thefts in other parts of
my constituency, particularly on Richmond Park Road, with the criminals themselves rarely,
if ever, being caught. This, my constituents fear, is only encouraging would-be thieves and
has led a number of local residents to stop exercising at night.
 
While the Outer Parks Sergeant my office spoke to stressed that the Park remains a safe place
to cycle, he explained that the two police officers who are on duty between 7am and 10pm are
also responsible for covering Bushy Park. This seems like a very modest provision of
resources.
 
In previous conversations with Royal Parks they’ve also explained that the focus is more on
encouraging civil behaviour, rather than enforcement. However in light of recent events I
would urge those responsible for policing the Park to think far more expansively about what
kind of measures can be put in place to ensure that visitors can be confident of having a safe
and enjoyable stay in the Park. This, I must stress, is a key concern. There’s no doubt that
Richmond, as a Borough, falls behind many other parts of the city in terms of crime levels.



Yet I strongly believe we have a duty of care to make sure local residents can feel safe. Given
recent events and the relatively low levels of police resources that are in place to address
them, I would argue that we are failing to provide such assurances.
 
One specific area I would urge you to look into is the extent to which police resources are
often funnelled out of the Borough and into more central parts of the city. While I recognise
there is a clear appetite to provide robust police responses to the various civil demonstrations
London has seen over the past two years, it remains critical that resources are kept in other
parts of the capital to ensure that violent and criminal activity can be tackled effectively.
 
I look forward to hearing from you.
 
 
Yours sincerely
 
 

 
Sarah Olney
Member of Parliament for Richmond Park
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