
The Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP
Prime Minister
10 Downing Street
London
SW1A 2AA
 
Our Ref: SO17016 8 October 2021
 
Dear Prime Minister, 
 
 
We are writing to express our concerns about the ongoing shortage of HGV drivers and to
inquire about what further steps the Government is taking to remedy the ongoing supply chain
disruptions that have resulted from this labour shortage. Our constituents have raised their
frustrations about food shortages, long lines at petrol stations, and concerns about the future
availability of fuel.

While we were pleased to receive your ‘Dear Colleague’ letter on 2 October, which outlined
Government interventions delivered to tackle the lorry driver shortage and current fuel supply
issues, we have several concerns that remain unaddressed.

We welcome the Government’s decision to create short-term visas for 5,000 foreign HGV
drivers and 5,500 visas for poultry workers. However, we are concerned that these measures
are insufficient to address the magnitude of this urgent crisis. The Government has rightly
noted that there is a European, and indeed a global shortage, of logistics drivers. In light of
Brexit, we are concerned that the challenges and expenses associated with obtaining a visa
and relocating to the United Kingdom on a short-term basis makes these jobs less attractive to
foreign drivers when compared to vacancies in the European market. We were deeply
concerned to learn that just 27 fuel tanker drivers from the EU have applied to work in Britain
under the government’s emergency scheme to tackle the fuel crisis, out of an expected 300.
Given this, will the Government extend these temporary visas to 6-12 months?

Moreover, what steps is the Government taking to ensure that the visas it is prepared to issue
are adequately filled? Marco Digioia, the General Secretary of the European Road Haulers
Association has stated, “I expect many drivers will not return to the UK even if the UK
government allows them to” (1).

In the long-term, we urge the Home Secretary to reassess her points-based immigration
system and scrap the arbitrary salary threshold. The Government’s long-term efforts should
focus on fortifying the skills pipeline to the UK logistics sector. In order to ensure there are
enough HGV drivers in the future, the Government needs to reform the immigration system to
enable businesses to hire the lorry drivers they desperately need.

As part of its immediate efforts, we also urge the Government to tackle the backlog at the
DVSA. It is reported that 54,000 HGV licenses are waiting to be processed (2). Whilst we
welcome the Government’s efforts to recruit more DVSA examiners, not enough progress has
been made. Only 107 people are attending or booked to attend their training to become
driving examiners between now and January 2022 (3). What further steps is the Government



taking to increase these numbers?

In the ‘Dear Colleague’ letter that we received on 2 October, it was also noted that the
Government is already supporting lorry driver training through apprenticeships. We would be
grateful if you could outline if these apprenticeships are running at full capacity and, if not,
what provisions the Government will make to increase enrolment numbers? Can the
Government also outline when the skills boot camps that will train up to 4,000 new HGV
drivers will commence?

We hope to hear from you in due course about the Government’s short- and long-term plans
to address this crisis, that is, a shortage of HGV drivers created by challenges we face from
Brexit and the coronavirus pandemic, industry trends and visa regulations.
 
 
Yours sincerely,
 
 

 
Sarah Olney
Member of Parliament for Richmond Park
 
Ed Davey, MP for Kingston & Surbiton
Daisy Cooper, MP for St Albans
Alistair Carmichael, MP for Orkney & Shetland
Wendy Chamberlain, MP for North East Fife
Tim Farron, MP for Westmorland & Lonsdale
Sarah Green, MP for Chesham & Amersham
Wera Hobhouse, MP for Bath
Christine Jardine, MP for Edinburgh West
Layla Moran, MP for Oxford West & Abingdon
Jamie Stone, MP for Caithness, Sutherland & Easter Ross
Munira Wilson, MP for Twickenham

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/uk-warned-visa-plan-fix-truck-driver-shortage-will-not-solve-

crunch-2021-09-25/ 

2. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-58701620

3. https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-questions/detail/2021-09-20/51863 
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