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Dear Richmond Park Constituents, 
 
The reports and images coming out of Afghanistan are frankly horrifying. The British government 
must ensure it is doing all it can to provide a safe exit for those who desperately need to escape the 
Taliban. The recent news of violence and explosions outside Kabul airport where thousands of 
people are trying to flee unimaginable horrors is absolutely devastating.  
 
I am glad that Parliament was recalled, but the government is simply not acting fast enough. The 
government must step up and urgently offer homes to Afghan refugees who have been forced to 
flee their own. Boris Johnson has come out from the emergency G7 summit with nothing. Britain 
should stand tall in the world, but this Prime Minister falls short at every turn. He has failed on the 
global stage once more, and the consequences could not be more devastating.  
  
We abandoned all those who needed us in their hour of need; those who have put themselves in 
danger to protect British troops, vulnerable women and girls, and all those who simply fought to 
make their country a better place to live. 
  
The Liberal Democrats have been repeatedly calling for a safe passage to be prioritised since the 
outset of this crisis, but the government was caught on the hoof, and left scrambling with the clock 
ticking. 
 
Safety from the Taliban should not just be for foreign nationals, or the lucky few who made it in time 
to Kabul airport. A safe passage corridor may offer an escape route from this tyrannical regime. The 
government must make this their top priority. Across Afghanistan, millions of innocent people are 
fearing for their lives. Women and girls are terrified that their liberties and rights are about to be 
permanently extinguished.  
 
The nature of our withdrawal has meant that all we set out to achieve in Afghanistan has been lost. 
Boris Johnson has failed to leverage our relationship with the United States. The management of our 
evacuation has been shambolic. On behalf of the Government, the Prime Minister must now 
apologise to our Armed Forces personnel and their families. 
 
The legacy of this withdrawal must not be a new security threat. We cannot afford to go back to 
where we were twenty years ago. It is vital that the UK works with our international partners, 
including at the UN, to prevent the Taliban from allowing terrorist groups to flourish in Afghanistan 
once again.  
 

http://www.saraholney.com/


 

HOU SE  OF  COMMON S  

L O N D O N  S W 1 A  0 A A  

   

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE 

108  SOUTH WORPLE WAY 

EAST SHEEN SW14 8TN 

 

SARAH OLNEY MP 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

FOR RICHMOND PARK 

 

PHONE: 020 8876 2986 

WWW.SARAHOLNEY.COM 

OFFICE@SARAHOLNEY,COM 

 

As a Party, the Liberal Democrats are calling on the UK Government to do the following: 
 
Refugees 
We are calling on the UK Government to commit to resettling 20,000 Afghan refugees, matching a 
commitment made by the Canadian government. The Government currently plans to resettle 5,000 
refugees this year – and 20,000 in the ‘long-term’. We call on them to resettle 20,000 refugees as a 
minimum. This must be done as soon as possible. 
 
This commitment must be backed with funding for local councils to house and support refugees and 
encourage their integration into society without putting further strain on their already overstretched 
budgets. However, this must be genuine new funding, not redistributed or further depleted overseas 
aid spending that has already been devastatingly cut.  
 
Women and girl’s safety 
Across Afghanistan, millions of innocent people will be fearing for their lives. Women and girls will 
be terrified that their liberties and rights are about to be permanently extinguished. 
 
As mentioned above, the UK should introduce a resettlement scheme like that introduced by 
Canada. As with the Canadian scheme, we call on the UK Government to identify those most at risk 
of persecution with a particular focus on women in public life; those who have set up girls’ education 
schemes and other marginalised groups. Priority should be to bring those most at risk to safety 
through an emergency Women and Girls Resettlement Scheme. We urge the Government to 
introduce this as a matter of utmost importance.  
 
Safe corridors 
Liberal Democrats call on the Government to work with international allies to establish safe 
corridors for those who need to flee the Taliban, a call echoed by NGO Refugees International. This 
corridor would connect Kabul to an international border, thereby ensuring that people are able to 
leave the country even if they cannot use Kabul airport.  
 
We continue to urge the UK Government to work with international partners, using every diplomatic 
method necessary to encourage parties to reach an agreement.  
 
Afghan interpreters 
Concerns have been raised about the safety of many locally employed Afghan interpreters and other 
support staff who assisted UK troops. Many such individuals and their families find their lives 
endangered as a result of the work which they carried out for UK forces. The UK Government’s 
Afghan Relocation Assistance Policy (ARAP) has been widely criticised, and so Liberal Democrats call 
for an extension of the scheme so as to widen the eligibility criteria and prevent individuals from 
being excluded from the scheme for arbitrary reasons, such as for not having a formal relationship 
with the UK Government.  

http://www.saraholney.com/
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Aid 
We believe that the UK Government must urgently reverse its devastating aid cut, which has 
hampered our ability to respond to exactly this type of crisis. The events of the last few days have 
demonstrated what happens when we and our allies abandon our global commitments. We must 
reverse this historic mistake on aid spending. 
 
Myself and my colleagues are also working closely with constituents who are in Afghanistan 
currently. I am also hoping to get more information soon about the scheme being set up for Afghan 
nationals who have not worked directly with the UK but have supported UK objectives in 
Afghanistan and are therefore now at risk. I know several of my constituents have family and friends 
in this situation and I hope the scheme will be up and running as soon as possible.  
 
I was deeply moved by the debate in Parliament on Wednesday and I am glad that several of my 
Liberal Democrat colleagues were able to speak and represent my views. You can read the full 
debate here. Please be assured that my Liberal Democrat colleagues and I will continue to call on the 
Government to protect those facing such tragedy in Afghanistan and act immediately. 

 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sarah Olney MP 
Member of Parliament for Richmond Park 

http://www.saraholney.com/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-08-18/debates/A86142BD-A204-4BC8-BBC0-ACA7BAD7E9F0/Afghanistan

