
The Rt Hon Oliver Dowden CBE MP
Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport
Department for Digital, Culture Media & Sport
100 Parliament Street
London
SW1A 2BQ

Our Ref: SO17016 21 May 2021

Dear Oliver, 

Re: COVID-19 Roadmap – Non-professional Performing Arts 

I am writing on behalf of several of my constituents who have written to me about the newly
introduced guidance that up to six people can take part in non-professional singing activities indoors.
Considering the substantial loosening of guidance for other non-professional indoors activities, many
of my constituents understandably feel that the guidance on non-professional singing is unreasonable.
Put simply, the current guidance makes it almost impossible for singing groups to rehearse indoors.

While I do understand that measures to control the COVID-19 infection rate will rightly restrict
various activities for the foreseeable future, it is reasonable to expect that non-professional indoors arts
activities, where the risk factor is comparable, will follow similar guidelines. However, the current
guidance on singing conflicts with that on indoors sports and physical activities. At present, indoor
exercise classes and group activities can resume in any number, provided they are organised and
adhere to the relevant capacity restrictions, including allowing a minimum of 100sqft per person for all
people in the venue. Thus, while the number of people involved in indoor sport is theoretically
limitless, organised singing is restricted, regardless of the venue size.

Most non-professional singing organisations have spent a great deal of time and effort finding suitable
COVID-secure venues, liaising with them, and setting up risk assessments, only to find that they
cannot now rehearse indoors in any meaningful way. Considering the fact that there is an ever-
growing body of evidence that points to the benefits of creativity and culture on the health and
wellbeing of communities and individuals, I urge you to bring the guidance for non-professional
indoor singing in line with the guidance for other non-professional music activities and indoor
organised sports activities – as was the case between August and December 2020.

I look forward to a swift response.
 

Yours sincerely,

Sarah Olney
Member of Parliament for Richmond Park
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