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Dear Matt
 
 
Re: Tier 3
 
I am writing to thank you and your Department for arranging the briefing for London MPs
yesterday afternoon to update us on the infection rate in London.  It is extremely dismaying to
see cases are starting to rise again, especially so close to Christmas and so soon after we went
into Tier 2.
 
It appears from the briefing that no decision has yet been made on whether or not London will
go into Tier 3 next week, although I understand that the final decision will be made next
Wednesday.  Like all MPs, I shall be doing all I can to urge constituents to limit the spread of
the infection between now and then so that we can hopefully start to see the infection rate turn
downwards again, and avoid Tier 3.
 
However, should that not happen, I am writing to ask you if you would consider targeted
interventions rather than moving all of London into Tier 3.  The two sectors that would be
most negatively impacted by the move will be our cultural and hospitality sectors.  Both of
these sectors are absolutely crucial to the London economy – both in terms of the jobs they
provide but also their ability to attract overseas visitors.  Both sectors have been very badly
impacted already this year by the pandemic and the lockdown, but had hopes of recovery in
December.
 
Moving into Tier 3 would mean cancelling the pantos and Christmas shows that many
theatres are staging – Dick Whittington at the National Theatre, A Christmas Carol at the
Bridge Theatre and Rapunzel at the OSO Arts Centre in my own constituency – which would
be crushing after all the efforts that have gone into putting them on safely.  For many theatres,
cancelling the Christmas show will be the difference between being able to get through the
pandemic and being forced to close permanently.
 
Our bars and restaurants are also suffering a catastrophic loss of income this year and need the
opportunity to operate during December.  As with theatres, this could mean the difference
between surviving and permanent closure.
 
Yesterday’s briefing highlighted that infection rates were higher in certain boroughs and in
certain age groups.  I support the plans to keep all of London within the same tier – even
though I represent the borough with the lowest infection rate, I also represent a borough with



a high and rising infection rate and recognise the difficulty of stopping the spread between
them if they are in different tiers – but I would be grateful if thought could be given to
targeted interventions in those boroughs with the highest rates.
 
I welcome the news yesterday that testing will be rolled out in secondary schools – especially
in those areas that are showing high rates of infection.  I hope that this will be effective in
controlling rates of infection in our schools, and amongst the teenage age group which is
showing the fastest rise.  
 
If there is more that can be done to target those geographical areas and age groups that are
increasing the infection rate, as an alternative to putting London into Tier 3, it would save a
huge number of jobs and livelihoods across the city.
 
Yours sincerely
 
 

 
Sarah Olney
Member of Parliament for Richmond Park
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