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Dear Rishi,
 
 
Re: Universal Credit £20 Uplift 

 
I am writing to you on behalf of a huge number of my constituents who have written to me
about the need to keep the £20 Universal Credit uplift.

The £20 uplift is a critical cash boost for communities that need it most, providing a lifeline
for millions during the pandemic. Universal Credit offers quick and targeted support for
people on the lowest incomes, whether they’re working, looking for work, or unable to work
due to disability or caring responsibilities. The removal of the £20 increase would likely
plunge children and families into poverty, not only in Richmond Park but across the whole
country.
 
Keeping the £20 uplift will prevent a perfect storm for million of families this autumn – the
increase is due to be cut days after the end of furlough, just as the energy price cap is due to
rise by £153 a year for up to 15 million families. Cutting Universal Credit in October risks
sweeping low-income families into more hardship just as they’re getting back on their feet. In
Richmond Park, Universal Credit is already a lifeline to 6553 people.

Ending the £20 increase would also constitute a £1000 pay cut for low paid workers, with
around 35% of local claimants already in employment. Research commissioned by Child
Poverty Action Group shows that hairdressers, pharmacy assistants and shelf stackers will be
among those facing the biggest overall drop in their benefits income since 2010 if the cut goes
ahead. Hairdressers will lose an average of £1982 a year after the cut, followed by pharmacy
assistants who will lose £1946.

If implemented the cut would also undermine the Government’s mission to level up. Citizens
Advice has identified that people are one and a half times more likely to claim Universal
Credit in places the Government has prioritised for levelling up investment. They also found
that for every £1 that could be invested from the Levelling Up Fund in England, £1.80 would
be taken from these local economies if the government presses ahead with the cut. As such,
the Government’s proposed ‘levelling up’ strategy could take years to pay off for local
residents.

In light of the above, I urge you to make the £20 increase permanent. 



 
 
Yours sincerely,
 
 

 
Sarah Olney
Member of Parliament for Richmond Park
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