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Our Ref: SO17016 12 January 2021
 
Dear Gavin,
 
 
Re: Technical Education 
 
I am writing to ask you to prioritise the reopening of technical education for 16-19-year olds.

As you well know, the closure of educational premises has had, and will continue to have, a
detrimental impact upon our young people who are gearing up to progress onto Higher
Education or enter the working world.

Insofar as technical education demands hands-on, in-person teaching that cannot be delivered
digitally, the learning of students enrolled in technical courses has ground to a definitive halt
– with no end date in sight. I must say, however, that I was really encouraged to hear about
the innovative uses of digital learning that many teachers and lecturers are using to provide
learning to their students during lockdown in a call with Kingston College on Friday 8th

January.

I am aware that the COVID-19 situation has become incredibly serious. Hospitalisation
numbers are as high as they were at the April peak and new infections are at record levels. I
know that we must take every possible step to avoid overwhelming the NHS.

I urge you however, to consider the merits of prioritising the reopening of technical education
for 16-19-year olds when it is safe to do so.

Technical education can plug the skill gap, level up opportunities, support the UK’s
economic recovery from Brexit and COVID-19, unlock the skills employers need and lead to
highly skilled, well paid jobs. Not enough people are currently enrolled in such courses,
which is fuelling a skills shortage in sectors like construction, manufacturing and digital. This
shortage in turn holds back the productivity of the workforce.

To hinder the learning of technical education for 16-19-year olds for any longer than
necessary could risk widening the existing skills gap in the market and decreasing the
productivity of the workforce – the consequences of which could be detrimental.

In the interest of supporting our young people, reducing the mismatch between skills and
knowledge and boosting the UK’s economic recovery, I urge you to carefully consider the
above ask. If you do not see the merits of this proposal, can I ask you to outline how you



intend to support students enrolled on technical education courses?

I look forward to a swift response.
 
 
Yours sincerely,
 
 

 
Sarah Olney
Member of Parliament for Richmond Park
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